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Airlines Could Take $409 Billion Hit From Coronavirus Pandemic: IATA 
Travel Weekly, 30 March 2020 

The International Air Transport Association (IATA) says the prolonging of severe travel restrictions could push 

the aviation industry to the brink of collapse. Global airlines have urged for immediate government relief 

measures, as IATA increased its estimate of 2020 revenue losses due to the coronavirus (COVID-19) crisis to 

US$252 billion ($409.17 billion). “The airline industry faces its gravest crisis,” IATA director general and CEO 

Alexandre de Juniac said in a statement. “Within a matter of a few weeks, our previous worst case scenario is 

looking better than our latest estimates. 

Air Nz Freight Flights To Begin Monday Night 
Radio New Zealand, 30 March 2020 

The government has fast-tracked up to $1m to help Air NZ move urgent freight in and out of the country - with 

the first flight to Shanghai leaving Monday night. Transport Minister Phil Twyford said it's crucial that essential 

trade - such as food and medical supplies - continues to flow freely during the Covid-19 pandemic. "Our 

government has moved quickly to ensure New Zealand has the supplies it needs and to back our exporters. We 

are stepping in to make sure our exporters can get their goods to market so they can continue to support jobs 

and the economy," Twyford said. The funding comes out of the already-announced $600m aviation support 

package. It will ensure the freight flights are financially viable, given Air New Zealand has lost nearly all its 

revenue from passenger services. 

Airports’ Debts Soar As Aviation Shutdown Bites 
Air Cargo Eye, 29 March 2020 

Airports have collectively lost up to US$70b in revenues since the Coronavirus travel bans. Data collected by 

the Airports Council International (ACI) World trade association shows that 6.1m people are employed at 

airports around the world, says Angela Gittens, DG of the association. She is urging governments to come up 

with “urgent financial assistance” for the people who work at airports around the world, and who account for 

60% of all employment in the aviation sector. “ACI World is calling on [all] states to consider financial relief 

measures that will help to alleviate the significant drop in cash flows and to ensure operational and business 

continuity of airport activities, and to protect jobs,” Gittens said. “The present crisis is leading to a domino 

effect and Tourism Economics, an Oxford [UK] Economics Company, estimates that the decline in international 

visitor spending in the USA alone will be a multiple of 13 times the impact of the SARS 2002/04 pandemic and 

nearly double that of the impact of the US Twin Towers terror attacks of 9/11.” A typically large airport handling 

more than 40m passengers a year generates, on average $1.3b in annual revenues.  

Asia’s huge aviation risk from Covid-19 
Insurance Asia, 30 March 2020 

On March 26, the International Air Transport Association (IATA) urged Asia Pacific governments to provide 

emergency support for airlines as the Covid-19 outbreak forces the industry to fight for its survival. “It’s 

apocalypse now for airlines. There is a small and shrinking window . . . to prevent a liquidity crisis from 

shuttering the industry,” said Alexandre de Juniac, director general and chief executive of IATA.  

https://www.travelweekly.com.au/article/airlines-could-take-409-billion-hit-from-coronavirus-pandemic-iata/
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/political/412913/air-nz-freight-flights-to-begin-tonight
https://aircargoeye.com/airports-debts-soar-aviation-shutdown-bites/
https://insuranceasianews.com/taking-stock-of-asias-aviation-risk-during-covid-19/
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Brazilian Airlines Start ‘Essential Air Network’ To Avoid Complete 

Shutdown 
AirlineGeeks, 29 March 2020 

Since the beginning of March, with the first cases of COVID-19 in Brazil, demand for domestic travel saw a 

dramatic and unprecedented drop. While the number of passengers and financial results were in a positive 

trend since 2019, airlines had to quickly react to this new scenario. To avoid a deliberate shutdown of all air 

services in the country, the Brazilian Federal Government, along with state governments and the three major 

airlines — Azul, GOL and LATAM Brasil — have outlined an ‘essential air network,’ which was started this 

Saturday. The number of weekly flights will pass from the originally planned 14,781 to 1,241 — a drop of 

91.61%, and the new network is expected to last until at least the end of April. According to the National 

Agency of Civil Aviation (ANAC), the project aims to “attend the Federal Government’s concern to maintain a 

network which keeps integrating the country, with adjusts so that no state gets out of at least one air 

connection.” 

Cabin crews drafted in to help at new coronavirus hospitals  
The Guardian, 30 March 2020  

The NHS will draw on airline cabin crews to help staff the new Nightingale hospitals that are being constructed 

to cope with the wave of patients expected to need critical care as the coronavirus outbreak unfolds. EasyJet 

has written to 9,000 UK-based staff, of whom 4,000 are trained in CPR, to invite them to volunteer for further 

training before helping out at the critical care field hospitals in London, Birmingham and Manchester. Virgin 

Atlantic will contact 4,000 of its employees from Monday and prioritise those who already have relevant skills 

that can be put to good use at the sites. The volunteers will perform support roles, such as changing beds 

under the guidance of trained nurses, and will continue to be paid by the airlines. Work is under way to convert 

the ExCeL centre in London’s docklands into a 4,000-bed hospital, with an initial capacity for 500 beds with 

ventilators and oxygen. The hospital could open as early as this week. Two more Nightingale hospitals are being 

built at Manchester’s Central Convention Centre and the NEC in Birmingham. 

Consolidating flights to us cities could help stem airline industry losses, 

executives say 
CNBC, 29 March 2020 

US airlines and the DoT may soon have to consider consolidating service to dozens of cities around the 

country in a bid to help carriers cut losses, several airline industry executives said. Executives with US airlines 

are expected to meet with leaders of the DoT this week to discuss the state of the industry following approval 

of a $50b bailout package. The aid package requires airlines to not furlough employees for the next six months, 

while also maintaining service, to the best of their ability, to the cities the airlines currently serve. The problem 

with maintaining service is that many planes are virtually empty. “Does it make sense for more than one of us to 

be flying to a city when there are only a few seats filled on each plane”? one airline executive asked rhetorically. 

“It may make more sense to maintain service to that city, but put all passengers on one plane.” Executives with 

multiple airlines stress the idea has not yet been formally broached with the DoT.  

Coronavirus: Emirates warn customers of new COVID-19 scam  
Gulf News, 29 March 2020  

Customers of Emirates airline have been warned not to respond to the latest scam doing the rounds on the 

internet, which claims to offer a refund for cancelled flights. Emirates confirmed that they are aware of phishing 

attacks that contain the subject headline “Your flight is cancelled: collect your refund.” The airline further stated 

https://airlinegeeks.com/2020/03/29/brazilian-airlines-start-essential-air-network-to-avoid-complete-shutdown/
https://airlinegeeks.com/2020/03/29/brazilian-airlines-start-essential-air-network-to-avoid-complete-shutdown/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/mar/30/cabin-crews-drafted-help-new-coronavirus-hospitals
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/29/consolidating-flights-to-us-cities-could-help-stem-airline-losses.html?&qsearchterm=airlines
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/29/consolidating-flights-to-us-cities-could-help-stem-airline-losses.html?&qsearchterm=airlines
https://gulfnews.com/business/aviation/coronavirus-emirates-warn-customers-of-new-covid-19-scam-1.1585471243714
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that this type of email was not sent by Emirates. “Please be careful to protect your personal information and 

don’t respond or click on links in such emails. The easiest way to detect a fake email is to look at the email 

address it was sent from. All official emails from Emirates are sent from one of these two email addresses: 

emirates@e.emirates.email or do-not-reply@emirates.email," it explained. Since March 25, Emirates 

temporarily suspended all passenger services as per the government’s directive to prevent the spread of the 

coronavirus COVID-19. 

Coronavirus: EasyJet grounds entire fleet of planes due to virus 
BBC, 30 March 2020 

EasyJet has grounded its entire fleet of planes and said it cannot give a date for when they will restart. The 

budget airline said it had made the move due to the "unprecedented travel restrictions" imposed by 

governments globally due to the virus pandemic. It had already cancelled most flights but had been running 

rescue flights to repatriate Britons stranded abroad. The move came as regional airline Loganair said airlines 

were unlikely to survive without a government bailout. 

Coronavirus Impact: Global Airline Business Has Never Had It So Bad 
CBS, 29 March 2020 

With travel coming to a standstill because of the coronavirus, airlines could lose a quarter trillion dollars in 

revenue in 2020. Planes are grounded at tarmacs all over the country and operational aircraft aren’t getting 

filled. “Approximately 10 people on the flight,” said traveler Judy Abel. Jordan Hamilton had a similar 

experience. “We had a about 8 or 9 people on our plane,” he said. Passenger volume is down 85% or more and 

airlines are canceling up 80% of flight schedules for the coming months. 

Could the coronavirus shutdown mean good news for the climate crisis? 
Chronicles (UK), 29 March 2020 

"We've also showed how quickly you can change people's habits. This is what's needed to address global 

heating.But what we're doing now isn't sustainable in the long term. It's an immediate reaction, a massive 

change in behaviour in the short term - afterwards, I would imagine things will go back to the way they were. 

"We are responding to an acute situation, whereas with climate change it's a chronic situation: we will see the 

effects of what we do now in 20 or 30 years time." 

Germany to issue coronavirus 'immunity certificates' to people who have 

recovered in a bid to bring their lockdown to an end 
Daily Mail, 29 March 2020 

'Immunity certificates' are set to be introduced in Germany as part of preparations for the country to cease its 

lockdown. Researchers want to bring in the documents for citizens not at risk of contracting the novel 

coronavirus. It comes as Chancellor Angela Merkel's handling of the Covid-19 pandemic has secured a boost in 

poll ratings. As part of Germany's fight against the virus, scientists are using antibodies in test participants to 

find out which of them have had the illness and healed, Der Spiegel reports. The team plans to test 100,000 

people at a time, issuing documentation to those who have built up an immunity. 

Global airlines raised more than $17b from banks in weeks 
Bloomberg, 29 March 2020 

https://www.bbc.com/news/business-52084003
https://miami.cbslocal.com/2020/03/29/coronavirus-global-airline-business-impact/
https://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/could-coronavirus-shutdown-mean-good-17998218
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8165563/Germany-issue-coronavirus-immunity-certificates.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8165563/Germany-issue-coronavirus-immunity-certificates.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-29/global-airlines-raised-more-than-17-billion-from-banks-in-weeks
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Airlines worldwide raised more than $17b in bank loans in March to shore up their finances amid the 

coronavirus outbreak. US carriers were the most active, borrowing $12.5b, according to data compiled by 

Bloomberg. Delta is the top borrower this month, obtaining $5.6b, followed by Singapore Airlines, which 

secured a S$4b bridge loan, and United Airlines, which raised $2.5b. The airlines have borrowed new loans or 

drawn down on existing credit lines that they typically didn’t use before the health crisis. Eleven other airlines, 

including British Airways and Etihad Airways, have about $8b in combined revolving facilities that they may not 

yet have drawn, the data show. 

Haneda Airport Expands Flight Routes Despite Safety, Noise Concerns 
Straits Times/Asia News Network, 29 March 2020 

Tokyo's Haneda Airport is expanding its flight routes from Sunday, in a scheduled move intended to meet travel 

demand which has now evaporated in the face of the coronavirus pandemic. But the new flight paths, which will 

bring large passenger aircraft over heavily populated residential districts in Tokyo, were controversial even 

before now. Pilots have raised safety concerns about the new routes, and residents have complained about 

noise pollution. With the expansion, Haneda Airport's Terminal 2, which has served only domestic flights, will 

now also handle international traffic. And Haneda Airport International Terminal will now be renamed Terminal 3. 

The new routes will raise the airport's capacity for international departures and arrivals by 50 flights a day. This 

will increase the total annual number of flights by 39,000 from 447,000 now to 486,000, bringing an estimated 

yearly economic benefit of US$6.023b. 

Hanjin chief calls for gov't support over coronavirus 
Korea Times, 30 March 2020 

Hanjin Group Chairman Cho Won-tae called Sunday for government support as he is pushing to raise funds to 

tide over difficulties over the spreading coronavirus outbreak. Korean Air Lines Co., a flagship unit of Hanjin 

Group, has suspended most of its flights on international routes as an increasing number of countries close 

their borders to contain the COVID-19 pandemic. Cho said more than 90 percent of Korean Air's aircraft are 

grounded, a situation that company officials said would threaten the company's survival unless the virus 

outbreak is contained. 

IATA CEO Urges G20 Leaders To Implement Immediate Financial Support 
Forbes Middle East, 29 March 2020 

The aviation sector is perhaps the most affected by the ongoing crisis, with countries on lockdown and airlines 

across the globe suspending operations. Airline stocks have fallen 60% since the crisis began. The trade 

association for the sector is now requesting financial support to continue to remain solvent. 

At a G20 video conference last week—chaired by Saudi Arabia’s King Salman and attended by the heads of 

state of the 20 most industrialized nations on the planet—a commitment was made to inject $5 trillion into the 

global economy amid forecasts of a global recession. The money will be given using targeted fiscal policy, 

economic measures, and guarantee schemes. 

Japanese And South Korean Carriers Further Cut April Schedules 
Cirium, 30 March 2020 

Japanese and South Korean carriers have made further reductions to their summer schedules in light of the 

coronavirus outbreak. ANA had planned to serve a total of 4,653 flights on 72 routes between March 29 and 

April 24, but says 3,813 of those, on 68 different routes, have now been affected by reductions or suspensions. 

The major changes in an update provided on March 27 are China flights, in line with new Chinese government 

https://www.thejakartapost.com/travel/2020/03/29/haneda-airport-expands-flight-routes-despite-safety-noise-concerns.html
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/tech/2020/03/774_287016.html
http://www.forbesmiddleeast.com/industry/aviation/iata-ceo-urges-g20-leaders-to-implement-immediate-financial-support
https://www.flightglobal.com/airlines/japanese-and-south-korean-carriers-further-cut-april-schedules/137604.article
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restrictions on international flights. Japan Airlines said on March 27 it will operate only 28% of its previously 

planned international flights between March 29 and April 30. It continues to operate 46% of its planned 

schedule to the Americas, but capacity to Europe is down 73%. Meanwhile, more than 90% of Korean Air’s 

aircraft are grounded, Chairman Walter Cho said. In China, it is flying only to Shenyang. Many routes to the 

United States have been reduced, while all European routes have been suspended, apart from London and 

Paris, which are down to three times a week. Asiana Airlines is reducing flights to Frankfurt over the next two 

weeks and London during April, while its Paris service is suspended until Apr 29.  

LATAM Airlines cuts more flights as virus spreads  
Reuters, 30 March 2020  

 LATAM Airlines said Sunday that it will suspend further international routes until the end of April due to travel 

restrictions and lower demand amid a global coronavirus pandemic. The airline had already announced last 

week that it would cut its international operations by 90% and domestic operations by 40% in response to the 

outbreak, which has led to over 30,000 deaths worldwide. The airline said that the only routes that it would 

continue to operate with limited frequency would be between Chilean capital Santiago and São Paulo in Brazil, 

and some routes between those cities and Miami, New York and Los Angeles 

Major airlines urge us treasury to disburse assistance quickly 
Reuters, 30 March 2020 

Major US airlines asked the US Treasury to move quickly to release up to $58b in government grants and loans 

and recommended a formula to divide up the money. In a letter dated Saturday, carriers wrote that "given the 

urgent and immediate need, it is essential that these funds be disbursed as soon as possible." The letter was 

signed by the CEs of American Airlines, Delta, United, Alaska Air, JetBlue, Southwest, Hawaiian Airlines and 

Atlas Air Worldwide. It was also signed by senior executives at UPS Corp and FedEx and the head of an airline 

trade association. The $2.2t stimulus and assistance legislation signed into law Friday by President Donald 

Trump gives passenger airlines $25b in cash assistance to cover payroll costs and $25b in loans, while cargo 

carriers are eligible for $4b in grants and $4b in loans. Airlines had threatened to quickly start laying off tens of 

thousands of workers within days if they did not get a bailout. Treasury faces an April 1 deadline to issue 

procedures to airlines to apply for grants. The airlines said Treasury should allocate grants in accordance with 

salaries and benefits paid by carriers from April 1 through Sept. 30, 2019 and filed with the US DoT. 

Many of the world's airlines could be bankrupt by May because of the 

COVID-19 crisis, according to an aviation consultancy 
Business Insider, 29 March 2020 

Almost as soon as news of the virus became widespread in late-January, travel demand to Asia from the rest of 

the world plummeted. Even before the containment was adopted across the globe, airlines began to drastically 

cut flights to China, and other locations in Asia as coronavirus-related anxieties led passengers to avoid travel 

to the region. Within weeks, however, it became apparent that flights to Asia were not the only routes to see 

lower demand. As the virus spread to Europe, followed by the Americas and Africa, passenger demand 

plummeted across the board. People were second-guessing trips anywhere away from home, and were trying 

to avoid anything involving air travel, given the inherent close proximity to other people, some of whom could 

be carrying the virus. 

Mideast airlines must tap handouts to survive virus crisis 
AFP, 30 March 2020 

https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-latam-airlines/latam-airlines-cuts-more-flights-as-virus-spreads-idUSL1N2BM08D
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/major-airlines-urge-u-treasury-033737100.html
https://www.businessinsider.com/coronavirus-airlines-that-failed-bankrupt-covid19-pandemic-2020-3
https://www.businessinsider.com/coronavirus-airlines-that-failed-bankrupt-covid19-pandemic-2020-3
http://www.qatar-tribune.com/news-details/id/186173/mideast-airlines-must-tap-handouts-to-survive-virus-crisis
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As coronavirus grounds airlines, plunging the industry into unprecedented crisis, Middle East carriers that have 

been in the red for years must urgently tap assistance from governments facing their own revenue slump. 

Authorities across the region have taken draconian measures to curb the disease, closing airports and halting 

passenger flights, and bringing major hubs like Dubai and Abu Dhabi to a standstill. The Arab Air Carriers’ 

Organization (AACO) and the International Air Transport Association (IATA) have appealed for urgent financial 

aid from governments, warning that inaction will imperil the industry’s future. “The airline industry faces its 

gravest crisis ... For airlines, it’s apocalypse now,” IATA chief Alexandre de Juniac said this week. International 

airlines have in the past bitterly criticised Middle East carriers for receiving official support from governments 

flush with oil revenue, claiming that it undermines free competition. 

Plane On Medical Mission Catches Fire At Manila Airport, Killing All 8 

Aboard 
Associated Press, 30 March 2020 

A plane carrying eight people, including an American and a Canadian, burst into flames Sunday while attempting 

to take off from Manila’s airport on a flight bound for Japan, killing all those on board, officials said. The twin-jet 

West Wind 24 plane was carrying three medical personnel, three flight crew, a patient and a companion, 

Richard Gordon, a senator and head of the Philippine Red Cross, said on Twitter. The Westwind 24 plane was 

bound for Tokyo on a medical mission when it caught fire near the end of the main runway, Manila airport 

general manager Ed Monreal said. Firetrucks and rescue personnel rushed and doused the twin-engine aircraft 

with foam to try to extinguish the flames, he said. "Unfortunately, there were no survivors," Monreal said. The 

Civil Aviation Authority of the Philippines said the aircraft apparently encountered an unspecified “problem 

which resulted in a fire” as it rolled to take off, adding its chief investigator was on the way to the scene. Video 

footage shows the aircraft engulfed in bright-orange flames in the darkness as firefighters scramble to put out 

the fire by spraying chemical foam while sirens blare. Mendoza said airport tower personnel were horrified to 

see the plane still rolling on the runway at a point when it should have already taken off, but added it remains 

unclear what trouble the plane encountered 

Qatar Airways Ceo Warns Airline Is Running Out Of Funds, Will Need Govt 

Support 
Newshub, 30 March 2020 

The CEO of Qatar Airways says the renowned Middle Eastern airline is running out of cash and will need support 

from the Qatari government. Akbar al-Baker said despite being one of the handful of airlines still operating a 

relatively normal schedule during the coronavirus crisis, it can only do so for so long. "We have received many 

requests from governments all over the world, embassies in certain countries, requesting Qatar Airways not 

stop flying," Baker said. Qatar Airways is running a promotional campaign based on getting people home during 

the COVID-19 pandemic as the airline continues services in Europe, Asia, Australia and New Zealand. "We will 

fly as long as it is necessary and we have requests to get stranded people to their homes, provided the 

airspace is open and the airports are open," Baker said. "We will surely go to our government [for help] 

eventually." Like many other airlines, Qatar Airways employees have taken both paid and unpaid leave. Baker 

himself won't be paid a salary until things return to normal. 

Qantas says pilots approve pay deal covering Sydney-London flights  
Reuters, 30 March 2020  

Qantas said Monday that pilots had voted in favour of a pay deal that would pave the way for the airline to fly the 

world's longest non-stop commercial flights from Sydney to London. Due to the coronavirus pandemic, the 

airline has canceled all its international flights through at least the end of May and pushed a decision on 

whether to order up to 12 Airbus SE A350-1000 planes for the Sydney-to-London flights to the end of the year 

https://japantoday.com/category/national/plane-catches-fire-at-manila-airport-all-8-aboard-killed
https://japantoday.com/category/national/plane-catches-fire-at-manila-airport-all-8-aboard-killed
https://www.newshub.co.nz/home/travel/2020/03/qatar-airways-ceo-warns-airline-is-running-out-of-funds-will-need-government-support.html
https://www.newshub.co.nz/home/travel/2020/03/qatar-airways-ceo-warns-airline-is-running-out-of-funds-will-need-government-support.html
https://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2020/03/29/world/asia/29reuters-qantas-airbus-pilots.html?searchResultPosition=4
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from an earlier deadline of end-March. "The extraordinary circumstances facing aviation has seen Airbus agree 

to extend the deadline on our decision to purchase the A350s so we can both focus on navigating the 

coronavirus crisis," Qantas Chief Pilot Dick Tobiano said. "But when this period has passed, and it will, we will 

refocus our attention on Project Sunrise and the A350 order," he said. Qantas has named the ultra long-haul 

project "Project Sunrise" after the airline's double-sunrise endurance flights during World War Two. If the order 

proceeds, the non-stop flights from Sydney to London and other far-away destinations like New York could 

start H1 2023, allowing the airline to charge passengers a premium in return for avoiding a stop-over. Mark 

Sedgwick, the president of the Australian and International Pilots Association (AIPA), the union representing 

Qantas pilots, said 85% had voted in favour of the agreement. 

SPICEJET pilot tests positive, staff sent on home quarantine 
The Hindu, 29 March 2020 

After a SpiceJet pilot tested positive for COVID-19, the DGCA on Sunday issued an order waiving the 

mandatory breathalyser test for aviation personnel to ensure that the use of the testing device doesn’t cause 

the infection to spread. According to SpiceJet, a junior pilot went under self-quarantine after his last flight on 

March 21 from Chennai to Delhi and tested positive for COVID-19 on Saturday. The airline has now asked all 

staff who came in contact with the pilot to undertake self quarantine for 14 days. The airline also said the pilot 

did not operate any international flight in March. Following the Spicejet announcement, a letter from the Indian 

Commercial Pilots Association (ICPA) to the DGCA said “continuing BA Tests in these circumstances is 

extremely dangerous” as the machine for the test remains the same and droplets or aerosols of infected pilots 

may infect the healthy. The ICPA had made a similar request on March 20. While all commercial flights, 

domestic and international, are grounded until April 14 following a nationwide lockdown several flights ferrying 

evacuees from different parts of the world as well as medical supplies are in operation. 

Thai Airways may cut some plane types for good after grounding jets 
Reuters, 30 March 2020 

Thai Airways International Pcl (THAI.BK) may permanently reduce the number of aircraft types it deploys once 

the coronavirus outbreak that has caused the company to ground most of its fleet ends, said a senior 

government official on Monday. Thai Airways is grounding 69 of its 82 jets following a drop in passenger 

volume and route cancellations from the increased border restrictions imposed by the pandemic, the state-

owned airline said in a statement earlier on Monday. 

The airline’s board and management will come up with two plans by next month, the first to get the carrier 

through the coronavirus outbreak and another for business rehabilitation, Deputy Transport Minister Thaworn 

Senniam, the government official responsible for Thai Airways, said on Monday. 

The Netherlands To Ban High-Risk International Flights Until April 10 

Simply Flying, 29 March 2020 

The Dutch government has extended a ban on the arrival and departure of flights to high-risk countries in light 

of the coronavirus. In a letter to Parliament, ministers say that on the basis of current information from the 

National Institue for Public Health, flights to specific countries will remain in place until the middle of April. As 

such, Amsterdam Schiphol is now working at a much-reduced capacity. 

Trudeau Says Air, Train Travel To Be Denied For Anyone With Covid-19 

Symptoms 
The Canadian Press, 29 March 2020 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/covid-19-spicejet-pilot-tests-positive-staff-sent-on-home-quarantine/article31197482.ece
https://uk.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-thailand-airlines/thai-airways-may-cut-some-plane-types-for-good-after-grounding-jets-idUKKBN21H0UX
https://simpleflying.com/netherlands-international-ban/
https://nationalpost.com/pmn/news-pmn/canada-news-pmn/top-public-health-officer-says-canada-at-critical-juncture-in-covid-19-battle-2
https://nationalpost.com/pmn/news-pmn/canada-news-pmn/top-public-health-officer-says-canada-at-critical-juncture-in-covid-19-battle-2
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Beginning at noon Monday, anyone in Canada showing symptoms related to COVID-19 will be barred from 

boarding domestic flights and trains, PM Justin Trudeau announced Saturday. While most Canadians are 

heeding the advice of government and public health officials asking them to stay home and not travel, 

especially if they are feeling ill, additional measures are needed to stop the spread of the virus within Canada, 

Trudeau said. “We are giving further tools to airlines and rail companies to ensure that anyone exhibiting 

COVID-19 symptoms does not travel,” he said. Under the Transport Canada interim order, air operators and 

intercity passenger rail companies will be required to do a health check of all passengers to screen for 

symptoms. Company representatives will ask simple health questions, look for visible signs of illness prior to 

boarding and recommend that passengers follow guidance from local health authorities. Companies will be 

required to bar anyone showing symptoms of the virus from boarding trains and planes, and this denial will 

remain in effect for 14 days or until a medical certificate is presented that confirms the traveller’s symptoms 

are not related to COVID-19. 

Private-Jet Companies Could Get Billions In Aid From Coronavirus Bailout 
CNBC, 29 March 2020 

Private-jet companies could receive billions of dollars in loans, aid and tax relief from the federal government as 

part of the coronavirus aid package. As part of the $2t stimulus bill, private-jet charter companies and jet-card 

companies will several types of help from the federal government. First, private-jet companies will no longer 

have to pay a 7.5% tax to customers. The tax, known as Federal Excise Tax, is charged to customers of private-

jet charters and jet-card users. The tax won’t be charged for the rest of the year. Jet companies also won’t have 

to pay any fuel taxes. Private-jet companies will also be eligible to receive funding from the $25b in loans and 

loan guarantees available to the aviation industry. In addition, they are included in the $25b in grant payments 

for the continuation of wage payments to workers. Private-jet airports and smaller airports will also receive 

more than $100m in federal funding under the bill. The aid follows a lobbying effort by private-jet companies 

and general aviation firms to receive a portion of the federal aid money, arguing that private aviation generates 

1.2m jobs and $77b in income.  

UK: 'Airlines won't survive without government bailout' 
BBC, 30 March 2020 

The boss of the UK's largest regional airline has said his firm plans to ask for government help to get through 

the coronavirus pandemic. After Flybe's collapse, Loganair is one of only two sizeable British airlines which run 

mostly domestic routes. The pandemic has had a severe impact on airlines, its boss Jonathan Hinkles said. He 

said that any airline saying it could survive without government help "would probably be lying". Hinkles warned 

that the connectivity of remote Scottish islands and rural communities across the UK "cannot be maintained 

without air services", arguing that government support for his airline was "essential". Loganair operates routes 

to the UK's most remote airports such as Barra in the Outer Hebrides, where 19-seater planes land on the 

beach. In normal times, it runs regular services between small regional airports such as Exeter and Newcastle.  

UK: Cabin Crew Will Join Doctors And Nurses In Staffing New Nightingale 

Hospitals 
Sky News, 30 March 2020 

The NHS has enlisted easyJet and Virgin Atlantic to help staff the new Nightingale hospitals being built to deal 

with the coronavirus pandemic. First-aid trained cabin crew of both airlines have been invited to volunteer at 

the new Nightingale Hospital, a 4,000-bed field hospital, being prepared at the ExCel centre in east London, and 

those planned in Birmingham and Manchester. Those who join up will be given expert training and will then 

perform support roles such as changing beds under the guidance of trained nurses. Their salaries will continue 

to be paid by the airlines. EasyJet has already written to its 9,000 UK-based staff including 4,000 cabin crew 

https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/29/private-jet-companies-could-get-billions-in-aid-from-coronavirus-bailout.html?&qsearchterm=airlines
https://www.bbc.com/news/business-52084003
https://news.sky.com/story/coronavirus-cabin-crew-will-join-doctors-and-nurses-in-staffing-new-nightingale-hospitals-11965506
https://news.sky.com/story/coronavirus-cabin-crew-will-join-doctors-and-nurses-in-staffing-new-nightingale-hospitals-11965506
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trained in CPR to invite them to give their time to the NHS. Many first-aid trained cabin crew across the world 

have been grounded as countries have closed borders and cancelled flights amid the COVID-19 pandemic. 

UK: Regional airports fear for the future as COVID-19 grounds flights  
Financial Times, 29 March 2020 (Subscription content) 

The UK government’s offer of “last resort” support to the aviation industry undermines its commitment to 

regional connectivity, according to airport groups who say they are suffering heavily from a sharp drop in 

passenger numbers because of the coronavirus pandemic. Rishi Sunak, the chancellor, last week warned 

airlines and airports that companies would only receive “bespoke” support from the government after all other 

financing options have been explored. “The suggestion that government funding is only a last resort is not 

going to help regional areas sustain their connectivity or objectives that we still hopefully think are important 

for the country,” said Neil Pakey, chair of the Regional and Business Airports Group, an association for airports 

with fewer than 3m annual passengers. As smaller airports grapple with the impact of the UK-wide lockdown 

and international travel bans on passenger numbers, a handful including Teesside in the north east and 

Newquay in the south west have already shut their doors, remaining open only for emergency services. Pakey 

said there is an uneven playing field between small and large airports as staff wages and business rates make 

up a bigger proportion of costs for regional airports. He said there are “sure to be casualties” if support is 

focused on larger airports which may be deemed more important.  

UNITED, Delta signal longer-term job cuts on collapse in travel 
Bloomberg, 28 March 2020 

Two of the biggest US airlines are warning workers that the unprecedented loss of customers may leave both 

as smaller companies in the future, imperiling US airline jobs even after the government steps in with billions of 

dollars to help the industry weather the coronavirus pandemic. Top executives at Delta and United told their 

combined 187,000 employees Friday that they won’t impose furloughs or pay cuts before Sept. 30 to comply 

with a six-month worker-protection period mandated by a federal rescue package. The House passed the $2t 

aid bill and sent it to President Donald Trump, who signed it Friday. The package includes $50b for US 

passenger airlines in both loans and grants, primarily aimed at protecting airline jobs. But that help only goes so 

far. “The global economy has taken a big hit, and we don’t expect travel demand to snap back for some time,” 

United CEO Oscar Munoz and President Scott Kirby wrote to employees. While the airline hopes for a faster 

recovery, the executives said they wanted to be honest about what workers can expect: “If the recovery is as 

slow as we fear, it means our airline and our workforce will have to be smaller than it is today.” United said it’s 

tried to model possible financial outcomes for 2020 and 2021, but has little confidence in the conclusions 

because there’s no precedent for the steepness of the drop in demand.  

US could take equity shares in coronavirus-hit airlines: officials  
AFP, 30 March 2020  

The US government could take equity shares in airlines and other troubled but vital American corporations as it 

moves to stabilize an economy amid the new coronavirus pandemic, top US officials said Sunday. White House 

economics adviser Larry Kudlow said the government should get a stake in companies that receive direct cash 

grants from the federal government. "I think in return for direct cash grants, which is what the airlines have 

asked for, I see no reason why the American taxpayer shouldn't get a piece," he said. Treasury Secretary 

Steven Mnuchin also said the government could take equity positions in return for infusions of taxpayer money. 

"As the president said, we'll look at each one of these situations," he said. "Some of them are very good 

companies that just need liquidity and will get loans. Some of these companies may need more significant help 

and we may be taking warrants or equity as well as that. The president wants to make sure the American 

taxpayers are compensated. This is not a bailout." Mnuchin said any such transactions would take the form of 

  

https://www.ft.com/content/3faba5aa-9f93-427e-b0b6-38fd74a00275
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-27/united-delta-signal-longer-term-job-cuts-on-collapse-in-travel
https://sg.finance.yahoo.com/news/us-could-equity-shares-coronavirus-162103790.html
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warrants, a type of security that gives its holder the right to buy or sell an asset at a certain price up to a certain 

date determined when it is emitted. Warrants can thus be converted into shares. 
  
 


